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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

WESTERN DIVISION 

CIVIL NOmTTES - CH^DeRAX. 
Case No. CV 04- 1 962 ABC (AjWx) Date: April 2, 2004 

Tide: LONDON-SIRE RECORDS. INC. er. al.. v. DOES 1-4 . 

PRESENT: 

HON. ANDREW T. WISTRICH. MAGISTRATE fUDGE 

Ysela Benavides , 



^ 



Deputy Qerk Court Reporter 

ATTORNEYS PRESENT FOR PIAWTIFFS: ATTORNEYS PRESENT FOR DEFENDANTS: 

None Present None Present 

ORDER REGAEIDING PXAINTBFFS' EX PARTE APPLXCATTtON FOR LEAVE TO 
TAKE IMMEDIATE DISCOVERY 

PlainUflfe are thirteen record companies who have filed a lawsuit against four unnamed 
"doe" defendants for alleged copyright infringement, Haintiffs filed a motion for leave to 
take immediate discovery on March 23 , 2004. {Notice of Ex Parte Application for Leave 
to Take Immediate Discovery ("Notice") filed March 23, 2004]. Plaintiffs allege that 
defendants, using an online pccr-to-pccr {"P2P'^) media distribution S3'stem, made available 
for distribution, and in fact distributed, copyri^ited songs without license or other 
authority to do so. thereby infringing plaintiffs' copyrights. [See; Memoraitdum of Law in 
Support of Ex Parte Application For Leave to Take Immediate Discovery ("Memorandirni") 
filed March 23, 2004, at 2], Plaintiffs have acquired the Internet Protocol ("IP") addresses 
assigned to each of the four defendants on the dates and times of the iiifiinging activit|r. 
[Memorandum 2], Using a public database, plaintiffs determined that the subjca IP 
addresses belong to the University of Southern California ("USC"). [Memorandum 2-3], 
As an Internet Service Provider ("ISP"), USC maintains a subscriber activity log indicating 
vMda. of its isubsoibers were assigned the IP addresses in question on the rdevaiit dates 
and times. [Memorandum 3]. In plaintiffs' cj^jcricnce, most ISPs maintain subscriber 
activity logs for dnly a short period of time before destroying the infonnation contained in 
the logs. [Memorandum 3]. From the subscriber logs, USC can use the IP addresses and 
temporal information provided by plaintiffs to identify the true names, street addresses, 
phone numbers, e-miall addiesses, and Media Access Control ("MAC") addresses for each 
defendant. [Memoraruium 3]. Plaintiffs ask this Court to allow immediate issuance of a 
subpoena directing USC to produce defendants' names and the other personal information 
described above so that plaintiffs may contact defendants in an attempt to negotiate a 
resolution to plaintifis' claims,' or jEailing that, to add defendants as named parties to this 
litigation. 
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UNTTED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CAUFORNIA 

CIVIL MINUTES-.GENERAL 

Generally, parties must meet and confer prior to seeking expedited discovery. Ssg Fed. R. 
Qv, P, 26(f). Tlxat requirement, however, may be dispensed with if good cause is shown. 
See Semitool. Inc. v. Tokyo Electron Am.. Inc. 20fi F.RD. 273. 275-76 (N.D. Cal. 2002). 
Plaintiffs have shown good cause. Tlic true identities of defendants arc omknown to 
plaintiffs, and this litigation cannot proceed without discovery of defendants' true 
identities. [S« Memorandum 7-9]. 

Subjea to the following qualifloitions, plaintiffs' ex parte application for leave to take 
inunediate discovery is granted. 

If use wishes to file a motion to quasli the subpoena or to serve objections, it must do so 
before the return date of the subpoena, which shall be no less than twenty-one (21) days 
ficom the date of service of the subpoena. Among other things. USC m^ use this time to 
notify the subscribers in question. 

USC shall preserve any subpoenaed information or materials pending compliance with the 
subpoena or resolution of any timely objcaion or motion to quash. 

Plaintiffs must serve a copy of this order on USC vrficn they serve the subpoena. 

Any information disclosed to plaintiffs in response to the Rule 45 subpoena must be used 
by plaindffs solely for the purpose of procccung plainciffs' rights under tiic Copyright Act 
as set forth in the complaint. 



IT IS SO ORDERED. 



cc Partids 
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